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Biennial Business Meeting Agenda

Thursday, February 16 

General Session Online Business Meeting 9:00 am – 10:30 am

Brent Nolby Welcome & Prayer
Call to Order – Motion to Open Meeting
Presentation of Agenda
Introduction of Biennial Meeting Officers

Brent Nolby Moderator; Jon Tolly, Vice Moderator, 
David Lutz Parliamentarian, Andy Kumpel, Recording Secretary; 
Dan Erickson & Wade Walton Committee on Business

Mark Bjorlo A Call to Course Correction

Brent Nolby Motion to Approve 2020 Biennial and 2021 Special Business Meeting Minutes
Recognition of Newly Affiliated CNC Churches

Aaron Damjanovich Five Benefits to Having a Vision Culture

Brent Nolby Presentation of CNC Board of Stewards Ballot
Presentation on CNC Nominating Committee Ballot

Mark Bjorlo Articles of Incorporation & Bylaws
Jonathan Wicklund Financial Report & Presentation of 2023-2024 Budget

Brent Nolby New Business – Committee on Business
Motion to Approve Candidates for Board of Stewards
Motion to Approve Candidates for Nominating Committee
Motion to Approve 2023-2024 Budget
Voting

Bethel & Converge
John Jenkins Converge President Greeting 

Converge North Central Story

Brent Nolby Voting and Election Results
Motion to Close the Meeting
Closing Prayer
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In-Person Gatherings

Entertainment // In-person gathering only

During our in-person gathering(s), we've invited comedian Bob Stromberg to bring the Joy.

When Bob appeared on America’s Got Talent, he received a standing ovation and Howie Mandel said, “I liked your character, 
I liked your voice and I like you!” Bob’s unique style, engaging storytelling, and timeless humor leave audiences wanting 
more. He co-authored the long-running play “Triple Espresso,” which has entertained more than two million people.

At each gathering we will have a meal, worship together, enjoy Bob Stromberg 
and hear about the future of Converge North Central.

Prair ie  Lakes Church – Cedar Fal ls ,  IA
IN-PERSON OPTION 1

FEB 16
Prairie Lakes Church - Cedar Falls

1907 Viking Road
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

5–8 p.m.

Timberwood Church – Nisswa,  MN
IN-PERSON OPTION 2

FEB 17
Timberwood Church

23084 MN - 371
Nisswa, MN 56468

5–8 p.m.

Bethel University  – Arden Hil ls ,  MN
IN-PERSON OPTION 3

FEB 18
Bethel University - The Underground

3900 Bethel Drive
Arden Hills, MN 55112

5–8 p.m.

https://bobstromberg.com/
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Biennial Speakers

Mark Bjorlo has been serving as the Regional President of
Converge North Central since April of 2021. In that time, he has
unified our network of churches and has begun building a
Regional Leadership structure. These regional leaders are now
inviting all our pastors to lean into one another in new ways. We
now have a more robust church planting initiative with many of
our churches cooperatively investing in escrowing funds to start
new churches. He has led our conference to make investments
in strengthening our existing churches through strategic hires
and brand-new tools.

Mark Bjorlo

Aaron Damjanovich

Aaron is the Director of Leadership Development for the Eagle
Brook Association. He has served on staff at Eagle Brook Church
for 12 years and is passionate about the mission Jesus gave the
local church. He’s a graduate from Bethel University and holds a
MA in Christian Leadership from Dallas Theological Seminary. He
lives in Grant, MN with his wife Ashley and two sons Adler and
August.
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Leading a Church is Tough

We get it.
You balance the demands of your church every single day with the desire to reach people in your community, 
and you need support. That’s why we created our Leadership Cohort.

The Eagle Brook Association is a ministry of Eagle Brook Church designed to help your church reach more 
people for Christ. Our Leadership Cohorts bring together groups of pastors and their teams to meet for a 
focused, 3-Day Intensive time of learning and discussion.

During the cohort, you and your team will learn how to:

Clarify vision
Manage change wisely
Develop leaders
Create invitational experiences

We won’t tell you how to do church. Instead, we will share principles and concepts we’ve learned over 30 
years that increase your capacity to lead well and reach lost people.

Invest in the groundwork.

It’s true, things like this tend to cost a lot of money. We believe in the high value of this experience—and so 
do those who’ve been a part of it.

Thanks to some very generous people, we’re able to offer this 3-Day Intensive to you and your team at no 
cost. We know that when leaders get better, the Church gets better too, and making this experience 
accessible only furthers that collective mission.

There’s a fresh wave of leaders rising up to impact their communities for Christ. We’d be honored to 
help you move forward well.

Learn more and see testimonials at eaglebrookassociation.com
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3-Day Intensive Overview

Why does the Church exist...and what is the mission God has set us apart to pursue? We’ll
explore how to create and cast vision to reach lost people, lead them into transformed
living, and create momentum for the Church in the community.

When the vision, mission, and direction of the church are clear, the need for change
becomes evident. But change isn’t easy. We’ll take a look at what it might require and
equip you with practical tools to help you navigate it well.

God has blessed us with his trust and the freedom to explore how best to reach our
unique communities. There’s no single “correct” strategy to reach and disciple our people.
Together, we’ll discuss 7 mindsets we have discovered and refined over 30 years of
ministry to help reach the communities God has called us to reach.
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Collective Impact of Cohort Churches
THROUGH JUNE 2022

400
Churches have 
participated in 

a cohort

146,500
People have been reached 

for Christ through 
participating churches
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2023 CNC Voting Churches

All Nations New Life Center, Warroad, MN

Ashworth Road Baptist Church, West Des Moines, IA

Basswood Baptist Church, Richville, MN

Becker Baptist Church, Becker, MN

Berean Baptist Church, Multi-site MN (2) 

Bet el Afaan Oromo Ethiopian Church, Mpls, MN

Bethany Baptist Church, Duluth , MN

Bethel Baptist Church, Kerkhoven, MN

Bethel Baptist Church, Mankato, MN

Bethel Baptist Church, Park River, MN

Bethel Church, Owatonna, MN

Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN

Blomkest Baptist Church, Blomkest, MN

Branchline Church, Hastings, MN

Brazilian Church of Hope, Minneapolis, MN

Calvary Baptist Church, Madison, MN

Calvary Christian Church, Hastings, MN

Calvary Church, Multi-site MN (2)

Calvary Community Church, St. Cloud, MN

Cedar Creek Church, Hayfield, MN

Center Baptist Church, Lansing, IA

Center Church, Fridley, MN

Central Baptist Church, St. Paul, MN

Chapel Hill Church, Eagan, MN

Chisholm Baptist Church, Chisholm, MN

Christ Redeemer, Woodbury, MN

City Church, Minneapolis, MN

City View Church, Minneapolis, MN

Clarity Church, Brooklyn Park, MN

Communitas Church, Brainerd, MN

Community Fellowship Church, Blue Grass, IA

Community of Nations Church, Roseville, MN

Connections Church, Ramsey, MN

Cornerstone Baptist Church, Multi-site IA (2)

Cornerstone Church of Alexandria, MN

Cornerstone Church, Crystal, MN

Cornerstone Church, Denver, IA

Cornerstone Church, Multi-site MN (2)

Cornerstone Community Church, Grand Marais, MN

Cornerstone Community Church, Red Wing, MN

Country Roads Church, Stacy, MN

Cross of Glory Baptist Church, Hopkins, MN

Cross of Life Community Church, Princeton, MN

CrossLife Community Church, Cedar Rapids, IA

CrossPoint Church, Hutchinson, MN

CrossRoads Church, Fergus Falls , MN

CrossWinds Community Church, Stillwater, MN

Cushing Baptist Church, Cushing, MN

Eagle Brook Church, Multi-site MN (10)

Eastridge Community Church, Duluth, MN

Edinbrook Church, Brooklyn Park, MN

Elk River Baptist, Elk River, MN

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Duluth, MN

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Mora, MN

Emmaus Baptist Church, Northfield, MN

Epiphany Station, Thief River Falls, MN

Faith Baptist Church, Hampton, IA

Faith Baptist Church, Washington, IA

Faith Community Church, Ida Grove, IA

Faith Community Church, Pipestone, MN

Filipino American Christian Church, Mounds View, MN

First Baptist Church, Benson, MN

First Baptist Church, Cambridge, MN

First Baptist Church, Clearbrook, MN

First Baptist Church, Cokato, MN

First Baptist Church, Cook, MN

First Baptist Church, Forest City, IA

First Baptist Church, Glenwood, MN

First Baptist Church, Grove City, MN

First Baptist Church, Kiron, IA

First Baptist Church, LeMars, IA

First Baptist Church, Milaca, MN

First Baptist Church, Muscatine, IA

First Baptist Church, Pillager, MN

First Baptist Church, Roseau, MN

First Baptist Church, Stratford, IA

First Baptist Church, Two Harbors, MN

First Baptist Church, Wellman, IA

Free Grace United, Multi-site MN (16)

Friendship Church, Multi-site MN (2)

Genesis Church, Coralville, IA

Glory Baptist Church, Aitkin, MN

Grace Baptist Church, Waverly, IA

Grace Church, Multi-site MN (2)

Grace Church, Alexandria, MN

Grace Church, Algona, IA

Grace Fellowship, Brooklyn Park, MN

GracePoint Church, New Brighton, MN

Grandview Baptist Church, Davenport, IA

Grandview Baptist Church, Estherville, IA

Haven Experience, Fairmont, MN

Hiawatha Church, Minneapolis, MN

Hillman Baptist Church, Mora, MN

Hillside Church, Bloomington, MN

Hope Community Church, Multi-site MN (3)

Hope Fellowship, Ramsey, MN

Houston Baptist Church, Houston, MN

ICCM Plantando Iglesias, Minneapolis, MN

Iglesia Cristiana Alfa y Omega, Minneapolis, MN

Ignite Church, Moorhead, MN

Imagine Church, Albertville, MN

Immanuel Church, Forest Lake, MN

Indian Lake Baptist Church, Worthington, MN

Iron Ridge Church, Waukon, IA

Isle Baptist Church, Isle, MN

Jesup Bible Fellowship, Jesup, MN

Karlstad Baptist Church, Karlstad, MN

Lake Ave Family Fellowship, Paynesville, MN

Lake Sarah Baptist Church, Slayton, MN

Laotian Church of Peace, Minneapolis, MN

LedgeRock Community Church, Ely, MN

Lengby Baptist Church, Lengby, MN

Life Chapel International, Multi-site MN (2)

Littlefork Baptist Church, Littlefork, MN

Living Faith Church, Circle Pines, MN

livingWATERS Church, Lakeville, MN

MapleRidge Church, Maple Grove, MN

Memorial Drive Bible Fellowship, Askov, MN

Mercy Hill Church, Minnetonka, MN

Mill City Church, Minneapolis, MN

Morningside Baptist Church, Sioux City, IA

Mosaic Church, Maple Grove, MN
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2023 CNC Voting Churches (continued)

Mount Rose Community Church, Grand Portage, MN

Nett Lake Baptist Church, Nett Lake, MN

New Covenant Church, Knoxville, IA

New Creation Church International, Brooklyn Park, MN

New Hope Church, Lake City, MN

New Hope Community Church, Multi-site MN (3)

New Journey Church, Fosston, MN

New Life Community Baptist Church, Ortonville, MN

North Haven Church, North St. Paul, MN

North Isanti Baptist Church, Cambridge, MN

NorthBrook Community Fellowship, North Branch, MN

NorthRidge Fellowship, Rogers, MN

NuLife Church, Des Moines, IA

Oak Haven Church, Ham Lake, MN

Oak Hill Baptist Church, Humboldt, IA

Oakwood Community Church, Waconia MN

Oasis Church, Rochester, MN

Opstead Baptist Church, Isle, MN

Pleasant View Baptist Church, Bettendorf, IA

Prairie Lakes Church, Multi-site IA (7)

Primera Iglesia Evan Bautista, Columbia Heights, MN

Pursuit Community Church, Mounds View, MN

Quamba Baptist Church, Brook Park, MN

Quarry Community Church, Monticello, MN

Refuge Church, Willmar, MN

Renovation Church, Blaine, MN

Restoration Church, Anoka, MN

Restoration Hope Church, St. Paul, MN

Resurrection City Church, Falcon Heights, MN

Revision Church, Des Moines, IA

Reynolds Baptist Church, Long Prairie, MN

Rhythm Church, Mason City, IA

Ridgewood Church, Minnetonka, MN

River’s Edge, Iowa Falls, IA

River’s Edge Christian Church, Amboy, MN

Riverwood Church, Waverly, MN

Riverwood Community Church, Cannon Falls, MN

Rockwell Church, Virginia, MN

Rothsay Baptist Church, Rothsay, MN

Rush City Baptist Church, Rush City, MN

Soudan Baptist Church, Soudan, MN

South Isanti Baptist Church, Isanti, MN

Spring Vale Baptist Church, Stanchfield, MN

St. Paul Fellowship, St. Paul, MN

Stanchfield Baptist Church, Stanchfield, MN

Stone Ridge Community Church, Decorah, IA

Thai Church of Minnesota, Maplewood, MN

The Church at Union Park, Des Moines, IA

The Community Co., Forest Lake, MN

The Highlands Church, Delano, MN

The Journey North Community Church, Multi-site MN (2)

The River Community Church, Iowa City, IA

The Water’s Edge Church, Duluth, MN

Timberwood Church, Nisswa, MN

Trinity Karen Baptist Church, Maplewood, MN

True Spirit Ministries, St. Paul, MN

Valley Baptist Church, Lakeland, MN

Vietnamese American New Life Church, Davenport, IA

Vietnamese Grace Church, St. Paul, MN

Warroad Baptist Church, Warroad, MN

Waskish Baptist Church, Waskish, MN

Waterbrooke Fellowship, Victoria, MN

Water’s Edge Church, Henning, MN

West Avenue Baptist Church, Burlington, IA

West Liberty Christian Fellowship, West Liberty, IA

Westbrook Community Church, Chaska, MN

Westwood Community Church, Multi-site MN (3)

Woodcrest Church, Eagan, MN

Wooddale Church, Multi-site MN (4)

Woodridge Church, Medina, MN

Worthington Karen Baptist Church, Worthington, MN
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Regional President’s Report

October 29, 2020 was a long time ago. In the 27 months since our last Biennial, God has done much through His people!

The local church is critical to the gospel movement. Pastors, your voice is trusted as you lead where God is calling. Your 
compassion is necessary to care for the doubter, the hurt, and the damaged. Pastors, your passion impacts your community. 
But no one can do this work alone. 

At Converge North Central, we see you. We understand ministry. We walk with you. Walking with Pastors and churches 
through successes and failures is our business. Seeing you lead well matters to us. Watching your ministry thrive and expand 
the Kingdom is our heartbeat. 

Thus, I want to acknowledge those who have gone before me Dan Carlson, Truett Lawson, Skip Hanson, John F. Anderson, all 
of whom I continue to bring together regularly for counsel. Please know they are speaking into my leadership and thus 
continue to impact Converge North Central. In April of 2021, when I began this role the CNC team had established 
momentum and was improving communications, connections, and strategic counsel under the interim leadership of Jonathan 
Wicklund. 

We continue to frame all of what Converge North Central does around four areas: Camping, Starting, Strengthening, and 
Sending. 

• Camping
For 75 years, Trout Lake Camps has been uniquely positioned to be an incredible ministry tool for the local church. 
Each year over 180 churches, mostly Converge, send thousands of students to camp so that they can hear the 
transformational message of Jesus. I’m so thankful for our team of ministry leaders at Trout and their passion to 
serve our CNC churches year-round. It makes a huge difference.

Also, we give praise to God for how he worked in the lives of people. Over the last two years, over 600 high school 
volunteers put their faith into practice and volunteered as summer discipleship leaders. 1,092 students said YES to 
Jesus for the very first time. 2,074 campers rededicated their lives to Christ and 87 students said, “when I grow up I 
want to go into full-time ministry.” That is the kind of kingdom advancement Converge North Central gets really 
excited about!

• Starting
Before I arrived, Converge North Central participated with Converge (national) to determine a goal set in January 
2020, for church planting across the country and in our region. Our region, through that challenge, agreed to aspire 
to produce 50 new congregations (church plants and multisite) over the subsequent five years. God is honoring that 
goal. As of January 2023, CNC has already seen 33 new congregations begun.

Church planting is in my DNA and what I care about the most! It's the best way to cause Spiritual transformation 
through a community. In partnership with Marlan Mincks, who also runs our National Church Planting Assessment 
Center, Converge North Central will meet that goal and surpass it before our next Biennial. Why and how can I be so 
confident? Because through God's generosity, we now have Church Planting escrow funds that will cause not just our 
office but so many of you to lean into planting new congregations for Christ. Together, we are building a vibrant 
church planting movement. 
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• Strengthening
The biggest change with Converge North Central is actively taking place to strengthen you our 
existing churches and pastors. We have re-organized around Regional Teams. During 2022 we 
recruited, relationally developed, and equipped 18 Regional Leaders. We have three more coming 
on board this Spring and eventually we will have 23 Regional Leaders with most teams meeting 
quarterly. Most are geographical, but some are strategically affinity based. Through this new 
infrastructure we will be able to release multiple value adds through the Regional Leaders and teams 
you connect into. The first new example of a value add is Board Development curriculum. Many 
more strengthening tools to follow in addition to our ongoing “Staff of the Pastor” funding.

As a team we are focused on healthy pastors. When combined with a healthy board, the results are 
mission alignment with healthy congregations reaching their communities for Christ! One of the 
most important timeframes within a church takes place during pastoral transitions. In the 27 months 
since our last Biennial, thirty CNC churches have gone through a lead pastor transition. Our team has 
been involved on some level with all of these, with a majority guided through P3 (our Pastoral 
Placement Process). As a regional team we will continue to be there when you need us most (in 
transition), providing guidance and counsel. Finally, our hire of a Student Ministry Director (Craig 
Sanborn), to engage with church staff long term may prove to be our biggest strengthening 
investment.

• Sending
Converge North Central shares and fully supports the global mission and goal of Converge IM: “We 
are asking God for a gospel movement among every least-reached people group – in our generation. 
In fact, in partnership with Converge (National), the churches of Converge North Central remain the 
leading region investing in global work. Sending missionaries comes through you, and both 
historically and currently we do that well. We also have many of Converge IM leaders who live 
locally to our office, and we gather monthly to continue to work together toward their efforts to 
serve the local church through 2:10 FOCUS church missions coaching, as well as From Scattered to 
Gathered a key initiative reaching the world through the ethnicity of the Twin Cities. 

I’ve hosted a majority of the Converge IM initiative leaders (and will again this year) as we strategize 
together to impact areas around the globe. In addition, Converge North Central and many of our 
churches continue to be significant partners with The Timothy Initiative as they plant gospel-
centered churches around the world. 

In addition to those core four areas, CNC has continued to invest significantly in tools (database, software, 
accounting systems) that help us serve you well. Our primary desire is to tell God's ongoing story and 
connect our Pastors for His purposes. 

Since entering the role of Regional President and through working with the Board of Stewards, it’s important 
to make you aware of three difficult decisions: The altering of CNC’s fiscal year, we transitioned the 
ownership of Pine Lake Camps, and identified that CNC will no longer "employ" missionaries. 
Brief notes on each of those three: 

• The impact of the fiscal year switch significantly improved our ability to budget in strategic alignment 
with our camping ministry, and it altered the timing of these Biennials which will now re-occur mid-
February during odd number years (2025). 
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• We engaged in many forums and relational meetings leading up to and through the ownership transition of Pine 
Lake Camps (Eldora, IA). I could not be more pleased to report that its new owners are one of us, Free Grace 
United Church! They have since navigated their first year of camping ministry and because of this planted 
campuses and churches in IA! God continues to share the gospel through Pine Lake Camps. 

• Finally, we are finishing the shift of five employees who were considered "Missionaries" from our region. Thus 
far, God has allowed for a different sending agency to be identified and moved to, while each has continued in 
their role as CNC Pastors. 

So, God blesses and provides even through the hard stuff. 

Let me conclude with the following: Pastors, in 2023 because you are a part of Converge North Central, I’d like to 
encourage you to do three things. 

1. Engage with your Regional Leadership Team through our updated, intentional, organized infrastructure of Sub-
Regional Leadership. So, we can truly become Better Together! 

2. In the upcoming months, you will hear about a new Converge North Central ministry tool called "Snapshot." It 
will enable us as churches to make “Spirit-led data-informed” decisions. When you hear about it, make the 
choice to use it. We have developed it for your purposes and can't wait for you to see its ministry value. 

3. Finally, adopt one of our shared values and become boldly generous. Please, generously support Converge 
North Central, we exist to support you. 

We Are Better Together!

Mark Bjorlo
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Minutes from 2020 Biennial

Day 2 Converge North Central Biennial 

Friday, October 30, 2020 Business Meeting

Welcome & Prayer - Jon Wicklund
Call to Order - Dan Nelson explained that because of COVID, we choose to present this meeting via Zoom video conference.

Presentation of Agenda - Dan Nelson

Introduction of Biennial Meeting Officers - Dan Nelson
Moderator – Dan Nelson
Vice Moderator – Jon Tolly 
Parliamentarian – David Lutz
Secretary – Mandy Johnson
Committee on Business – Brent Nolby & Jonathan Dahl

Motion to Approve 2018 Biennial Meeting Minutes - Dan Nelson
There is one additiontothe 2018 Meeting Minutes under the By-LawChanges sectiononpage 17 of this year’s biennial report booklet. 
“Minor changes to the Articles of Incorporation were presented at the 2018 Biennial Meeting”

Financial Report - Scott Thompson who has acted as treasurer for the past 6 years. Scott shared that CNC have grownour net worth
by a 25%increase and loweredour debt to300,000.
There were two main drivers that increased out net worth:

1. The sale toAvinity for 1.5 milliondollars upfront andwe will receive another 2 million dollars over the next 17years or
sooner.

2. Sale of a church property - $790,000.

General Operations – We have declining church contributions. He challenged our churches to be contributors
to CNC, and this is the “bread and butter” of the income for CNC. This is the one weak spot.

Camping – profits at camps during the first year of the cycle were $91,000, Then COVID happened. This caused a net loss of
$772,000 over the twoyears. About $500,000 will be removedas we receivedpayroll protection programmoney, whichwas a loan, butwe
expect tosee thatmoney coming infrom the government.

Improvements –this is designatedmoney from donors for campimprovements. We have 1.6 millionleftat the endof the fiscal year. Thanks to
Wickandhis teamfor finding donors andraising the money for camps.

No Questions. Financial Report was accepted

Presentation of 2020-2022 Budget - Scott Thompson described the new presentation of a unified budget. We are projecting a loss
for the newbudget, because we intendtofund some new initiatives whichwill be funded out of the reserves. CNC general operations 
loss is projected to be $260,000. $130,000 Starting new churches and$30,000 ChurchStrengthening. Camping is projectedloss of
$130,000, althoughwe don’t know what camping will look like inthe newyear because of the pandemic ramifications. Budgets are even
more of a guideline in the midst of COVID.
We are hoping to increase church contributions in the upcoming cycle. No questions on the budget.



16

Minutes from 2020 Biennial (continued)

Voting on the budget will be done electronically on your ballot.

Explanation of Delegate Voting Process - Dan Nelson expressed thankfulness to Bryan Haines and his committee for their 
good work in forming a ballot.

Presentation of Board of Stewards Ballot – Dan Nelson
Moderator, Brent Nolby, Medina, MN—Eagle Brook
Vice-Moderator, Jon Tolly, Waconia, MN—Oakwood Community
Wes Foster, Des Moines, IA—The Church at Union Park
Dawn Hines, Brainerd, MN—The Journey North Community
Jill Fox, Excelsior, MN—Westwood Community
Kyle Robinson, Eden Prairie, MN—Wooddale
Eric Weaver, Forest City, IA—First Baptist
Jared Bangs, Cook, —First Baptist
Mike Howard, Windsor Heights, IA—Revision
Amy Orr, Hampton, IA—Prairie Lakes
Martin Allen, Litchfield, MN—Cornerstone

No nominations from the floor. Ballot closed.

Presentation of CNC Nominating Committee Ballot - Dan Nelson
Ned Eerdmans, Moorhead, MN—Ignite
Chris Rygh, Cedar Falls, IA—Prairie Lakes
Mike Mentzer, Iowa Falls, IA—The River’s Edge Community
Chris Meirose, Aitkin, MN—Glory Baptist

No nominations from the floor. Ballot closed. Voting may take place now.

Old Business
Presentation of Articles of Incorporation (Constitution) Revision - Dan Nelson
Page 26-28 of the Biennial booklet included the non-controversial changes including the update of our name.

1.) The legal name of our organization is the Minnesota Iowa Baptist Conference DBA (Doing Business As) Converge 
North Central.
2.) The second thing we needed to change was our office address. CNC has moved from 190 West County
Road E2 to 2 Pine Tree Drive.
3.) When the By-laws were changed to move from an annual to a biennial meeting schedule, we needed to change a 
few things that were missed.

No questions on Constitutional revisions. Voting may take place now.

New Business
Deletion of churches : 11 churches were deleted in the past two years



17

Minutes from 2020 Biennial (continued)

Recognition of Newly affiliated churches:
Ashworth Road Baptist Church, Des Moines, IA
Grafted Community Church, Minneapolis, MN
Imagine Church, Otsego, MN
Resurrection City Church, St. Paul, MN
River’s Edge Christian Church, Amboy, MN

Motion to approve newly affiliated churches was made by Dan Nelson

No more New Business

Additional Comments from Interim Leader - Jon Wicklund talked about the Staff trips around the district tin the next few months 
to increase our engagement with our churches around the two states.

Encouragement from Converge National - Scott Ridout shared some encouragement to our CNC churches that have actually 
thrived during this difficult season. What is our responsibility? Take the gospel to everyone – “no matter” who they are or what
they’ve done.
More church planters have been approved for future church plants in 2020 than any other year in the last
decade. We need to give our church plants more finances to these church plants.
Sixty-one missionaries are raising support. This is a difficult task. Can you help these missionaries achieve their goals? Churches, 
we have to figure out how to help people meet, know and follow Jesus.
Our goal is not to just survive, but to thrive. Don’t give in to fatigue! Be faithful in affliction and faithful in
prayer. Scott prayed for our leaders and our churches.

Special Guest - Ross Allen is so excited to be the new President of Bethel University. He is committed to continuing to build the 
relationship between Bethel and Converge. He also shared that he recognized that some people have been frustrated with Bethel, 
but he hopes that we can improve our collaboration between Bethel and Converge. God is working in this season at Bethel. Christ 
is working in student’s hearts!

Dan Nelson expressed appreciation for Ross’s leadership.

Election Results - Dan Nelson
101 delegates voted.
The Officers of the Board of Stewards and Nominating Committee as mentioned by name earlier in these minutes were approved 
nearly unanimously.

The budget was approved unanimously.

Approval vote on the Constitution changes (97-1).

Dan Nelson Adjourned the meeting
Brent Nolby (incoming moderator) - He expressed thankfulness to Dan Nelson for leading the Board and the
Conference for the past 6 years!

Brent prayed to close.

Respectfully Submitted by Mandy Johnson
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Minutes from 2021 Special Meeting

CNC Special Business Meeting , April 16, 2021

CNC Board Chairperson Brent Nolby called the meeting to order and shared the one purpose of the meeting being the ratification 
Pastor Mark Bjorlo to become CNC’s District Executive Minister.
The Officers for this Special Business Meeting are:
o Moderator & Board Chair - Brent Nolby
o Vice Moderator – Jon Tolly
o Parliamentarian – Jonathan Wicklund
o Recording Secretary – Mandy Johnson

Vice Chairperson Jon Tolly shared an opening prayer of thankfulness for people that God choose to use in this process. 

Chairperson Brent Nolby gave a summary of the agenda and instructions on voting

District Minister Search Team Chair Kyle Robinson introduced himself and expressed his appreciation for the process and the team
that he led. Kyle then asked Mark Bjorlo a few questions to allow participants to better know him.

Chairperson Brent Nolby read the unanimous motion from Board of Stewards, so only a second was needed. The Converge North 
Central Board of Stewards formally moves Mark Bjorlo as our District Executive Minister for ratification. Chris Rygh seconded the 
motion.

Discussion on the motion was opened to participants. There were questions concerning the job description, strengthening 
churches, unifying rural Iowa churches to CNC, pastors’ mental health, Mark’s strengths and weaknesses, and raising up more 
leaders and church planters.

Brent Nolby then called for the vote.

During voting, Jonathan Wicklund shared what was happening in camping ministry. The camps are experiencing record 
registrations in camping –more campers mean more ministry. He asked the participants to help recruit staff members in their 
churches.

Chairperson Brent Nolby announced the coting results. The motion has passed with a vote of ratification.

CNC’s new leader Mark Bjorlo expressed thanks for conferring this trust on me. 
and closed the meeting in prayer.

The meeting was closed by Brent Nolby.

There were 79 participants in this online meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Mandy Johnson
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2021-2022 Additions & Deletions of Affiliated Churches

Recognition of Newly Affi l iated CNC Churches:

• Haven Experience Fairmont, MN 
• Restoration Hope Church St. Paul, MN 
• Worthington Karen Baptist Church Worthington, MN 
• Connections Church Coon Rapids, MN 
• Pursuit Community Church Mounds View, MN 
• The Water’s Edge Community Church Duluth, MN 

Deletion of Churches:

• First Baptist Church Camanche, IA Disaffiliated 
• Berean Baptist Church Glencoe, MN Ceased ministry
• Pelican Rapids Baptist Church Pelican Rapids, MN Ceased ministry
• Glory of Christ Elk River, MN Ceased ministry 
• All Nations Christian Fellowship Brooklyn Park, MN Ceased ministry 
• Oak Hill Baptist Church Columbia Heights, MN Ceased ministry
• Grafted Community Church Minneapolis, MN Ceased ministry 
• Hope Grove Church Roseville, MN Ceased ministry 

(Encompass Church)
• Elim Baptist Church Minneapolis, MN Ceased ministry 
• New Genesis Baptist Church Minneapolis, MN Ceased ministry 
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Nominations for Board Of Stewards

Lisa Welter
Eagle Brook Church - Blaine

Lisa Welter served as a pastor prior to founding her own mediation practice. She and her
husband, Cary, have three grown children. Lisa attends Eagle Brook Church, Blaine, MN. Lisa has
ties to Bethel University where she is completing a D.Min in Transformational Leadership.

Doug Palmer
Berean Baptist Church

Doug Palmer worships at Berean Church in Burnsville, MN. Doug and his wife Cindy have three
children. An Iowa native and Bethel alum, Doug recently retired from Wells Fargo Bank where he
worked as a commercial risk manager.

Heather Gilbert
Calvary Church - Roseville

Heather Gilbert and her husband, Dan, attend Calvary Church. They have three children. Heather
is a practicing attorney specializing in employment law and estate planning. In addition to
volunteering on the drama team at church and leading a Bible study for young women, Heather
also serves on the Board of Trustees for a midwestern private university.

Jay Chmieleski
Eagle Brook Church - Lino Lakes

Jay Chmieleski is a realtor specializing in commercial properties. He and his wife, Liz, have two
daughters and worship at Eagle Brook Church, Lino Lakes, MN.

David Lutz
Calvary Church - Roseville

David Lutz is a practicing attorney. He and his family attend Calvary Church of White Bear Lake,
MN. David and his wife Micki have 4 children. David brings helpful experience to this role having
previously served on the CNC Board of Stewards.
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Nominating Committee

New (2 Terms Remaining)

Brian Haynes
First Baptist Church – Cook, MN

briankhaynes@gmail.com
218-666-5979
218-235-3836 (Cell)

Paul Johnson
Woodridge Church – Long Lake, MN

paul.johnson@woodridgechurch.com
763-230-6300

Chris Meirose
Glory Baptist Church – Aitkin, MN

meichrl@gmail.com
218-927-3678 
507-213-2100 (Cell)

Returning (1 Term Remaining)

Mike Mentzer
River’s Edge – Iowa Falls, IA

pastormikem@live.com
641.648.6017
515.689.2494 (Cell)

mailto:briankhaynes@gmail.com
mailto:paul.johnson@woodridgechurch.com
mailto:meichrl@gmail.com
mailto:pastormikem@live.com
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Financial Report
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Financial Report (continued)
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Financial Report (continued)
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Financial Report (continued)
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Financial Report (continued)
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Financial Report (continued)
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2023-2024 Proposed Budget

CONVERGE NORTH CENTRAL – 2023-2024 BUDGET
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 TOTAL

INCOME

CNC 378,757 318,757 218,757 318,729 414,023 348,436 239,125 348,415 2,585,000

TLC 1,609,000 1,914,600 1,022,205 963,195 1,790,447 2,130,509 1,137,479 1,071,864 11,639,300

TOTAL 1,987,757 2,233,357 1,240,962 1,281,924 2,204,470 2,478,946 1,376,605 1,420,280 14,224,300

EXPENSE

CNC 345,123 297,123 296,123 296,631 377,257 324,788 323,695 324,259 2,585,000

TLC 1,045,848 1,607,340 1,946,367 909,447 1,163,788 1,788,599 2,165,858 1,012,055 11,639,300

TOTAL 1,390,971 1,904,463 2,242,490 1,206,078 1,541,045 2,113,387 2,489,553 1,336,314 14,224,300

NET INCOME 596,787 328,895 (1,001,528) 75,847 663,425 365,559 (1,112,949) 83,966 0
AVAILABLE CASH 
(assuming $0 start) 596,787 925,681 (75,847) - 663,425 1,028,983 (83,965) 0 0

PAGE TWO
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Sample Ballot

Each affiliated Converge North Central church has an automauc (up to) four voung delegates. Churches 
with MEMBERSHIP of 100+ can have an addiuonal voung delegate, for each addiuonal 50 members. 

All voung at the 2023 Biennial will take place electronically and be ued to a registered e-mail. So, if your 
church or staff are parucipaung together on a feed, for voung purposes, each voung delegate will need to 
register with a unique e-mail and be logged into the meeung under that e-mail for their vote to count. 

Any write in candidate would have had to previously given permission to be voted on.

2023 – 2024 CNC Board of Stewards Ballot

Board Chair/Moderator– Vote for One
◻ Brent Nolby (Eagle Brook Church, Wayzata, MN – incumbent, seeking 2nd term) 
◻

Vice-Chair/Moderator– Vote for One
◻ Jon Tolly (Oakwood Community Church, Waconia, MN – incumbent, seeking 3rd term)
◻

Members at Large – Vote for Eight
◻ Kyle Robinson (Wooddale Church, Eden Prairie, MN – incumbent, seeking 3rd term)
◻ Eric Weaver (First Bapust Church, Forest City, IA – incumbent, seeking 2nd term)
◻ Jared Bangs (First Bapust Church, Cook, MN – incumbent, seeking 2nd term)
◻ Jay Chmieleski (Eagle Brook Church – Lino Lakes, MN)
◻ Heather Gilbert (Calvary Church – Roseville, MN)
◻ David Lutz (Calvary Church – Roseville, MN)
◻ Doug Palmer (Berean Bapust Church – Burnsville, MN)
◻ Lisa Welter (Eagle Brook Church – Blaine, MN)
◻

2023 – 2024 CNC NominaXng CommiYee Ballot 
Vote for four

◻ Mike Mentzer (The River’s Edge Church, Iowa Falls, IA – incumbent, final term)
◻ Chris Meirose (Glory Bapust Church – Aitkin, MN – incumbent, final term)
◻ Brian Haynes (First Bapust Church – Cook, MN)
◻ Paul Johnson (Woodridge Church – Long Lake, MN)
◻

2023 – 2024 Biennial Budget Approval

◻ I approve the 2023-2024 Converge North Central Budget as Presented





































































M a r k  B j o r l o – R e g i o n a l  P r e s i d e n t

J o n a t h a n  D a h l  – R e g i o n a l  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

J a n  E i t z e n  – P 3  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

M a n d y  J o h n s o n  – D i r e c t o r  o f  P l a c e m e n t

C a r o l y n  L e n z  – E x e c u t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  a n d  O f f i c e  M a n a g e r

M a r l a n M i n c k s – D i r e c t o r  o f  S t a r t i n g

J o e l  N e l s o n  – D i r e c t o r  o f  S t r e n g t h e n i n g

D a w n  P a u l e y  – D i r e c t o r  o f  A c c o u n t i n g

J e n n i  P e a r s o n  - A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  D a t a b a s e  A s s i s t a n t

C r a i g  S a n b o r n  – D i r e c t o r  o f  S t u d e n t  M i n i s t r i e s

J o n  W i c k l u n d – E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  o f  C a m p i n g
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