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The 
Opportunity
Autumn Ridge Church is an evangelical, 
non-denominational congregation and the 
largest church in our community.  Each week, 
we welcome about 1,650 attendees to three 
worship services on our picturesque 60-acre 
campus. Attendees to Autumn Ridge Church 
come from a variety of church backgrounds, 
participate across the political spectrum, and 
are increasingly ethnically diverse.

Our student ministry programs reach 200 plus 
students through weekly activities and upwards 
of 400 attend special events.  Over 100 
students participate in summer missions trips to 
places as diverse as inner-city Minneapolis, the 
Dominican Republic, and Ecuador.

We invite you to consider joining the team 
at Autumn Ridge Church as our Minister to 
Students. Lead us as we bring 6th-12th grade 
students in the Rochester, MN, area to a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, grow them 
into His likeness, and mobilize them as  
disciple makers.



Current Programs
Mosaic

Once a week, students in grades 6-12 gather for a time of meaningful worship. After this, middle 
school students attend a large group session on a pertinent topic, taught by the middle school 
director.  They then divide into small groups seeking to apply what they’ve learned to their own 
lives. Meanwhile, the high school students have their own large group lesson time, followed by  
a time of food and fellowship in the Lighthouse (a youth-centered coffee shop on campus),  
which affords them the chance to connect with one another and build strong friendships.

High School Life 
Groups 

High school life groups meet weekly in 
the homes of leaders for Bible study and 
prayer.  This time is geared toward
discipling our young people, while
providing them another opportunity to
bond with their peers.  We desire that
they have strong Christian support system
when they hit the rough spots in life.



Retreats 

Separate weekend fall retreats are held for middle school and for high school students. 
These events utilize special speakers and bands to create a spiritually rich environment 
for students and their friends. Winter retreats combine the middle and high school 
groups at one location.  We have found that retreats are an excellent means to get kids 
connected into the larger group.  They come away with a greater sense of belonging.

Missions Trips 

Last year saw teams head to Minneapolis to work with Native 
American populations, Houston to do flood relief work, 
Dominican Republic to build chapels, Honduras to serve poor 
children and families through a day care program, and to 
Ecuador to help with building a church and VBS. Mission trips 
impact the people we go to serve, but also change the lives 
of our students. 

See video recaps of recent missions trips

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_T2TWL99B4cwlCCBVfORRg


Outreach Events 

Spring Formal, Color Wars and Middle School Olympics are events created as a safe, fun place to 
bring unchurched friends to promote their journey toward Christ.



Quotes
From students ...
“Missions trips to West Virginia and 
Ecuador opened my eyes to life in other 
cultures.”

“The lessons taught at ARC make a huge 
impact on how I choose to live outside of 
church.”

“My friends have become more curious 
about faith through our outreach events.”

“I want to bring my friends to ARC, because 
we have fun activities and everyone is very 
welcoming.  I feel like I can be myself.”

“Some of my closest friends have been 
made through ARC missions trips.  
Friendships forged overseas have provided 
the godly accountability and support that I 
need here at home.”

From parents ...
“ARC student ministries has given my teen 
children a place to belong.  The sense of 
community has lead to a desire to attend 
worship services where before it was just 
a chore and expectation.   They have built 
deep and meaningful relationships both 
with other students and adult leaders.  
I’m thankful that ARC has given my teens 
a place to practice leadership and be in 
a space where spiritual questions are 
encouraged.” - C&S M

“The teaching our children receive at ARC 
has been biblical, yet engaging and relevant. 
They look forward to the weekly small group 
meetings and Sunday evening events.”  
- P&K M

“Our oldest is about to graduate and is 
considering a minor in missions to go 
with her nursing degree because of her 
experience in missions through the youth 
group.” - T&A P



The Position: 
Minister to Students
 

Through the leading and empowering of the Holy Spirit, the Minister to Students (MTS) will call 
students to identify with Jesus as Savior, to become like Christ, and to reach others for Christ.  

We are looking for an authentic and passionate disciple of Jesus Christ whose walk with Jesus 
should attract others to follow Him. The MTS will be humble, leaning on the Lord for guidance and 
giving glory to Him in all successes.

The MTS will communicate effectively both in front of large groups and in one-on-one interactions 
with students, parents, and staff. This individual will teach the truth of God’s Word to high school 
students on Sunday evenings, challenging them to live a life that is pleasing to God.

The MTS will compellingly lead student ministries forward by equipping and engaging his staff, 
volunteers and parents to minister to students in an effective way. This individual will identify, 
develop, and coach a full team of student ministry staff (five paid staff and numerous volunteers, 
including nearly 50 small group leaders) to execute the work of ministry among students.

The efforts of the MTS will encourage and assist students to make new disciples of Jesus Christ. 
Through this ministry, students will reach out to the unchurched wherever they live, work, and play.

The Minister to Students will report to Jim Fleming, our executive pastor.

Our new Minister to Students of Autumn Ridge must possess a Bachelor’s degree, preferably from 
a Bible college or Christian university. A seminary degree or equivalent is highly desirable. A top-
tier candidate will bring proven experience in leading a middle school / high school ministry of 
equivalent scale to that of Autumn Ridge Church. This individual will also possess biblical wisdom 
from which to minister to parents of teens.



Welcome to Rochester
 
Our city of Rochester is home to Mayo Clinic, a world class medical center.  Once primarily 
home to German farmers, the Mayo Clinic now draws patients and employees from around the 
world.  While many of the students in our ministry are typical Midwesterners, opportunities for 
international outreach are at our doorstep.  Rochester is home to Somali immigrants, Mexican 
migrant workers, and Middle Eastern Muslims.  There is even a Chinese church that meets on the 
Autumn Ridge campus.

Rochester is located just north of the scenic bluff country of southeastern Minnesota.  Bike trails, 
tubing, canoeing and fishing on local rivers are relaxing summer pastimes. Snowshoeing, cross-
country skiing and snowmobiling are fun ways to enjoy God’s creation in winter.

See experiencerochestermn.com

http://experiencerochestermn.com


Looking Ahead 

The incoming Minister to Students will have some exciting opportunities for change. Here are 
three areas where we would love to grow:

• Currently, our student ministry offers numerous high-impact events. We desire to build on this 
strength through greater follow-on relationship building and disciple-making.

• While we do very well with regional and foreign missions, we desire to have our youth just 
as involved in ministry at a local level.  This may include helping low income families with 
home repairs, working with local food shelves, or assisting with grounds work at a low income 
housing property.

• Our students are committed and loyal to their youth group, but we desire that they have that 
same feeling of connection and commitment to the church as a whole.  We want them to be 
actively involved in the main church services and serving in other areas of the church such as 
children’s ministry, tech team and ushering.

Do these challenges and opportunities excite you?  With the Lord’s guidance and in His power, 
do you see yourself making an impact in students’ lives at Autumn Ridge Church?  Maybe God is 
calling you to join our team!



Contact

For further details regarding this position, please contact the Autumn Ridge 
Church (ARC) Student Minister Search Team or Executive Pastor Jim Fleming at: 
studentsministryopening@autumnridgechurch.org 

To apply for this position, please send a resume and transcript (from the 
school you last attended) to the ARC Student Minister Search Team at:   
studentsministryopening@autumnridgechurch.org 

To learn more about Autumn Ridge Church, visit autumnridgechurch.org

Autumn Ridge Church
3611 Salem Road SW
Rochester MN 55902

507-288-8880
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